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Introduction 
Jerusalem had been destroyed in 586 BC, 141 years before, by king Nebuchadnezzar.  Jerusalem had been burned to 

the ground and the great stones that made up between one and a half and two and a half mile-long wall of the city 

were now at the foot of the valley that surrounded it on all sides.  Exiles who had returned to Jerusalem had tried to 

rebuild the walls on several occasions but had failed and were completely discouraged. This task seemed impossible, 

but in spite of fierce opposition Nehemiah completed this in just fifty-two days. He started this on the first of August 

445 BC and finished it on the twenty-first of September.  

 

There are a number of things we can learn from Nehemiah; the most important was his utter dependence on God. We 

need people like Nehemiah today. The church and our nation are desperate for such people. Because Nehemiah was 

close to God in prayer he was able to draw from God all he needed to accomplish this great task. We are able to draw 

from God all we need.  

 

Nehemiah was a Jew, born in exile. He rose to a position of influence in the court of a foreign king. Nehemiah was a 

cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. This office might sound menial but it was far from it. The cupbearer was a trusted 

person appointed to care for and taste the wine before it was served to the king. The cupbearer had to be highly 

esteemed and trusted even before he took this role. Because of his constant access to the king he acquired great 

influence. It is believed that a cupbearer became more a title for one in position, like the Chief of Staff. 

 

Having such a position Nehemiah could have been content to enjoy the good life. He left his enviable position to lead 

the effort to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and to restore its influence. He succeeded against all odds. Then Nehemiah 

led a series of moral reforms that were to have the greatest influence on the Jewish nations up to the time of Christ.  

 

Nehemiah 1:1- 9 It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the citadel, 2 

that Hanani one of my brethren came with men from Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had 

escaped, who had survived the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, "The survivors who are 

left from the captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken 

down, and its gates are burned with fire." 4 So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and 

mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said: "I pray, LORD God of 

heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe 

Your commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You may hear the prayer of Your 

servant which I pray before You now, day and night, for the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins 

of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father's house and I have sinned. 7 We have 

acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, nor the ordinances which You 

commanded Your servant Moses. 8 Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 

If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations; 9 but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments 

and do them, though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from 

there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name. 10 Now these are Your servants 

and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great power, and by Your strong hand. O Lord, I pray, please 

let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who desire to fear Your 

name; and let Your servant prosper this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. 

 

Nehemiah’s first priority was prayer. The first thing he did was to unburden his heart to God. He was a man who 

prayed frequently. Prayer was part of his daily life. Nehemiah knew that only God could accomplish what was needed 

to be accomplished. We are going to look at three important aspects of Nehemiah’s prayer today. 

1. The attitude with which we should pray.  
We have already established that Nehemiah was an important man. Some important men can be quite arrogant with 

others and with God. Nehemiah humbled himself before God to the point of tears and fasting. We need people like 

this today. Who pray and fasts for our nation, our town, our families, our neighbors and our church.  

 

Cyril Barber wrote the self-sufficient do not pray; they merely talk to themselves. The self-satisfied will not pray; 

they have no knowledge of their need. The self-righteous cannot pray; they have no basis on which to approach 

God. God is not looking for people who are self-sufficient, self-satisfied or self-righteous. He is looking for people 

who know their need and is ready to humble themselves before Him. 

 

2. The Prayer itself.  
The Acrostic for prayer, ACTS. Adoration, Confession, Thankgiving, and Supplication. Each of these is present in 

Nehemiah’s prayer. 
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 Adoration 
Nehemiah 1: 5-6 I pray, LORD God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant and mercy 

with those who love You and observe Your commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, 

that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night, for the children of 

Israel Your servants, This is a summary of Nehemiah’s regular prayer worship. It acknowledges Gods’ sovereignty, 

love, faithfulness and his ability to see and hear all things.  

 

  Confession 
Nehemiah 1: 6-7 and confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father's 

house and I have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the 

statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. Nehemiah knew that the sins of the 

Israelites had caused the judgment of God that then resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem. If Jerusalem was to be 

rebuilt, it would need to be restored upon the basis of confession of these sins. 

 

  Thanksgiving 
In Nehemiah’s case it was expressed in Nehemiah’s review of God’s promises found in verses 8-10 Remember, I 

pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 

nations; 9 but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast out to 

the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen 

as a dwelling for My name. 10 Now these are Your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your 

great power, and by Your strong hand. Nehemiah remembered the covenant principle in Deuteronomy chapters 28 

and 30 that had two sides, blessings and judgements. It was a conditional promise. If they obeyed He would bless 

them, if not He would scatter them. Nehemiah believed that God would be merciful to them again.  

 

  Supplication 
Nehemiah brings this as a conclusion to his prayer in verse 11 O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the 

prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who desire to fear Your name; and let Your servant 

prosper this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. Nehemiah wanted to find favour with was 

king Artaxerxes and he knew that God was the only one who could change the king’s heart. Proverbs 21:1 says The 

king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes. Hudson Taylor 

said It is possible to move men through God by prayer alone.  

 

3. Persistence in Prayer.  
Nehemiah 2:1 And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was 

before him, that I took the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before. 2 

Therefore the king said to me, Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart. 
Nehemiah had heard the news that the walls were broken in the month of Kislev, which is November / December. 

When he went to the king with his petition it was in the month of Nisan, which is March / April. Four or five months 

had passed between the time Nehemiah began to petition God regarding Jerusalem and the time his requests were 

answered. It is amazing that he was able to keep the sadness away from the king for so long. 

 

James Montgomery Boyce: before Nehemiah persevered with men he persevered with God, and prevailed.   

 

Nehemiah’s utter dependence on God 
We return to this statement. Let us look at the dangerous situation that Nehemiah faced. To be sad in the kings 

presence was punishable by death. But not only that, Nehemiah wanted to leave the kings presence to go to Jerusalem 

to rebuild the wall.  

 

King Artaxerxes had been the king who had stopped the rebuilding of the walls previously after rulers of that region 

wrote to him and asked him to. Ezra 4:11-16 To King Artaxerxes from your servants, the men of the region beyond 

the River, and so forth:  12 Let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come to us at 

Jerusalem, and are building the rebellious and evil city, and are finishing its walls and repairing the foundations. 13 

Let it now be known to the king that, if this city is built and the walls completed, they will not pay tax, tribute, or 

custom, and the king's treasury will be diminished. 14 Now because we receive support from the palace, it was not 

proper for us to see the king's dishonor; therefore we have sent and informed the king, 15 that search may be made 

in the book of the records of your fathers. And you will find in the book of the records and know that this city is a 

rebellious city, harmful to kings and provinces, and that they have incited sedition within the city in former times, 
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for which cause this city was destroyed. 16 We inform the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are completed, 

the result will be that you will have no dominion beyond the River. No wonder that the king stopped the work after 

receiving a letter like this.  

 

Nehemiah had to convince the king to reverse his decision. Nehemiah responded wisely, Nehemiah 2:2-3 So I became 

dreadfully afraid, 3 and said to the king, May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when the city, 

the place of my fathers' tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire? The king understood that Nehemiah 

had cause to be sad and he wanted to help him. Nehemiah showed his personal grief, which the king, who was proud 

of his city and ancestors, would understand.  

 

Nehemiah 2:4 Then the king said to me, What do you request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. After months of 

prayer Nehemiah’s decisive moment had arrived. He was ready to speak, but first he prayed to the God of heaven. 

 

In those four to five months Nehemiah had been active and planned what he was going to do and how he was going to 

achieve it. He knew it was going to take him twelve years to do all that was needed, he knew he needed letters of safe 

conduct, and he knew the requisitions of supplies he would need.  

 

Dependence on God does not eliminate planning any more than it eliminates hard work. But while he was planning he 

was praying. A prophetic message for us. 

 

Nehemiah 2:8  … and the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me. Nehemiah had 

done everything he possibly could, and when he achieved success he acknowledged that it had come about because 

God had been with him. We need to do everything possible we can! 

 

The climax of this encounter was the king granting Nehemiah’s request. Not only did he grant them but also he 

surpassed what Nehemiah asked for. Nehemiah 2:9 Then I went to the governors in the region beyond the River, and 

gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemen with me. He sent captains of 

the army and horsemen with him on the 1500 mile journey to Jerusalem. This impressed the governors and the Jews.  

 

The truth is this that God does provide beyond what we ask Him to do when we pray in His will. It is a good time to 

remind ourselves of what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesian Church in chapter 3:20 that God is able to do 

exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us. Question – Do you 

believe this?   

 

Application 
Pray alone, pray in groups, pray in families. Pray using ACTS. Ask for favour with God, favour with man. Pray for an 

Open heaven. Pray for Protection, provision of finances and resources. 
 


