
Pressing on - Elder's report 
 

When on a journey it is often needful to stop to check the map to see if you 

are where you planned to be, to ensure that the Satnav has not caused you 

to take a wrong turn and to make sure your own bump of direction has not 

got you lost or even worse taken you away from your intended destination. To 

look at where you are and where you’ve come from but especially the route 

ahead. For me our journey at OCC is like one of scaling the mountain, which 

takes us higher into the presence of God. A journey we’ve undertaken willing, 

but without a great foreknowledge of the task ahead or the terrain we might 

encounter. This year like previous, it is time to pause on that journey to take a 

look at the path we have trod so far, the place were we are right now and 

look ahead to the path we will be taking to reach our goal. 

 

On our journey as a church, we can see the path behind we have trod, the 

obstacles we encountered and that slowed our advance, the features we 

needed to go around and that hindered our progress, the deep rivers we had 

to cross and tough scrambles we had to make and that almost caused us to 

turn back. But then there were the level plains where we were able to enjoy 

the view and catch our breath. At any time we could have stopped and said 

enough’s enough I’m happy here and this is as high as I’m willing to go. In the 

analogy of climbing a mountain that might be the right choice for some of us 

yet in the spiritual we hear the voice of God calling us higher saying, “you 

can do it my child”. Remembering the work OCC has been involved with 

over the past 12 months, the needs that have been met through drop-in, 

food store, AOK, night shelter and so may other achievements. But now is not 

the time for backslapping or for taking our ease. Right now there is a “crowd 

of witnesses” who are cheering us on. 

 

You are to be commended for your works of service and financial giving 

which always exceed expectation. There have been tough times for all of us 

this past 12 months, for some more than others – there have been highs and 

lows. But to me we are stronger; more committed with an expectation that 

God hears and answers our prayers and will lead us on the next leg of the 

OCC journey, no matter what the path ahead may look like.   

 

Taking a rest on a journey in the natural is often the right thing to do, to 

combat the effects of fatigue, to take refreshments, to refuel or maybe just to 

enjoy the view for a while. That’s often the problem for me, re-commencing 

the journey. I like it where I am, the views great, the next bit of the climb looks 

tough. But we have a destination to reach, a goal to achieve, and a reason 

for which God has called us.  

 

Can I commend Philippians 3 v12-14 to you? Paul confesses that he’s “not 

there yet” but encourages the Saints at Philippi to follow his lead - to forget 

what is behind, good or bad, to strain towards what is ahead and to press on 

towards the goal for which God had called him. 

 

At OCC each is called, each has a goal, each is significant to the work God is 

doing in Redditch.  

 

Every Blessing. 

Jerry – Church Elder 


